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FIRST TROLLEY—Shown above is the first trolley which was introduced in Upper |
Merion Township in 1893 when electric power supplanted horses on the Norristown car lines. |
The motorman can be seen in front of the exposed platform of the car and the conductor F

|

in the rear. The trolley line extended from De Kalb St., Norristown, via DeKalb St. bridge,
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land, the terminus near the Blast Furnace area of Alan Wood Steel Co. In 1933 trolleys were
replaced with buses.
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Township’s First Trolley System !g

By ED DYBICZ |Philadelphia  publishers, whojand conductors was raised from|
The first street trolleys were also controlled the Citizens 27 cents to 30 cents per hour, |
introduced in Upper Merion Fassenger Railway Co. in Nor-|depending on length of service.

Township in 1893 when elec-‘i,’i,ismw.“’ and the Montgomery Ap amusing item appeared
tric power supplanted horses Lransit Co., encountered litiga- sy 5 Norristown newspaper in|
on the Norristown car lines.}tfron }?1 their efforts to extend january of 1918 which read:| 4
That year, the Montgomery‘t“‘,e ’“Ce f;"m kSwedeland t0 “Anyone who paid six cents to 9
Transit Co. was organized to West Conshohocken. ~ride in car No. 189 last night,
extend the trolley line from Their plans were at one time took an excellent chance of get-|
Norristown, via  DeKalb St., stymied by Pennsylvania Rail-|ting = pneumonia. . There was| 1
across the bridge, East on road’s Trenton Cut Off, on both enough snow and ice under four| g
Fourth St. in Bridgeport, to Co- fld(ﬁs (fo tge SChUyl(ljﬂll-tEV;?néjseats to fill a wheelbarrow.” 6
ates St., to Swedesburg, along tually the Supreme Court ruled| ' i
River Rd. and into Sw%deland. the line could not be built with-|, L0 Show the people that the ' g
: increase in fares was spent wise- -
the terminus near the Blast out consent of every owner of| 1 1
3 in front of-which . the/s the trollev company had|
Furnace area of Alan Wood pr0p]frty et el L N 'several new cars put into ser-
Steel Co. |tracks were to pass. This ru mg!vice that year. A newspaper

It was a single line except at halted many trolley car pro-|

” : ; s : |reported the following incident:
Swedeshurg, opposite the Old jects until modified by a later o "\ o “eaiad to work on

Swedes Church, where there law, which permitted munici-
) e _lone of the new frolley cars at
were two sets of tracks—one pal authorities to grant effec-| Swedesburg, the cause of two
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car switching to the waiting tive franchises. cars colliding about 11 AM.
track, while the other traveled Fare, Six Cents near the Schuylkill bridge. No|'
in the opposite direction. It was interesting to note thatjone was injured. Some glass|

Whenever trolley car and ;, jo1g trolley car fare was in-|shattered in the old car.”
steam  railroad interests con-. caqeq from five cents to six . L
flicted in those days, there Was| oniq i brought about much ety |
sure to be a clash as the legal‘pmte'St from the public a0 In 1933, the trolleys were re-|
rights of the new mode of trans-| 1 ihat Norristown filed its placed by buses operating in|]
portation in rural districts, had| o cition with the Public Ser- the Norristown, Conshohocken,i:
not yet been clearly defined,;vli)é)e Commission against the Bridgeport, Swedesburg, Swede-|,
according to records of the fhiceaase {land and Collegeville areas.In

Historical Society of Montgo-| thici 2 d<later years, bus service was
mery County. . Trolley company officials said extended to the fast growingl,

Shepp Brothers the increase was necessary King of Prussia area of .Uppex,};

James W. and D. B. Shepp, since the wages of motormeniMerion Township.
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